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RECEIVED IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR: PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THE FOLLOWING: 

X. Request for Continued Examination (RCE) (1 page) 

X_ Request for One Month Extension of Time (2 pages) 

_X_ Amendment Accompanying RCE (23 pages) 

_X_ Credit Card Payment Form PTO-2038 in the amount of $850.00 (1 page) 

J(_ Certificate of Facsimile dated October 4, 2002 



In RE to Application of: Irick Jr. et al. 

Title: "METHODS FOR SLOWING THE DEGRADATION RATE OF BIODEGRADABLE POLYMERS AND 
BIODEGRADABLE POLYMER COMPOSITIONS AND COMPOSITIONS THEREOF" 

Serial Number: 09/662,965 Filed: September 15,2000 N&R Docket: 0501 5.365U1 
JMH/CLC:drh 



05015.0365U1/jmh 
NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C. 
The Candler Building 
127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1811 
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Request 

FOR 

Continued Examination (RCE) 

TRANSMITTAL 

Subsection (b) of 35 U.S.C. § 132, effective on May 20, 2000, 
provides for continued examination of an utility or plant application 
filed en or alter June 8, 1 8BS. 
Sea The American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA). 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Atertied Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/662.965 



September 15, 2000 




Irick at a/. 



1712 



P. Short 



05015.0365U1 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14 of the above-identified application. 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R. §1.114 Is effective on May 2$, 2000. If the above-Identified application was mad prior to May 29, 2000, applicant may 
Y/tsh to consider tiling e continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CPA. § 1.53(d) (PTO/SBS19) Instead of a RCE to eligible fat 
ihe paferttemi adjustment ow'stons or the AlPA, Sea Changes foAppficsfibri Examfriatfon and Provisional Application Practice, Interim Rule, 
65 r^tf. ftsfl, 14065 (Mar. 20. 2000). 1233 Off 6az. Pat. Office »7 (Apr. 1 1 ■ 2000), which established RCE practice. 



1. 



C Submission required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 iT^ 
a. [] Previously submitted 



i. 


U 


Consider the amendment(s)/reply under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 previously filed on 




[Any unentered amendments) referred to above win be entered). 


ii. 


[] 


Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 


iii. 


[] 


Other 


b. [X] 


Enclosed 


i. 




Amendment/Reply 


ii. 


[] 


Affidavit(s)/Decl9ration(s) 


iii. 


[] 


Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 


iv. 


[] 


Other 
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2. 



3. 



( Miscellaneous j 

a. [ ] Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37. C.F.R. § 1 .103(c) for 

a period Of months. (Period of suspension shell not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.170) required) 

b. n other 

(Fees 3 

a. [X] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 

Deposit Account No. 14-0629. 

i. [X] RCE fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 7(e) 

ii. [X] Extension of time fee (37 cf.r. §§ 1.135a arm 1.17) 

iii. [] Other 

b. [] Check in the amount of S enclosed 

c. DC] Payment in the amount of $850.00 is to be charged to a credit caid(Formrro-2038encioi*<i) 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Name (Print/Type) 



Jacqueline M. Hutter 



Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) 



44,792 



Signature 



Date 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION g 

/ nmby certify that this correspondence is being sent via facsimile transmission addressed to (703) 072-9311. ATTN: ExarShefP. Short, Group 
1712, BOX RCE: Commissioner For Patents, Washington, DC 20031, transmitted to the US. Patent and Trademark (fficey.- 10/04/02 



Name (Print/Type) 



Signature 



Jacqueline M. Hutter 



Burden Hour Statement'This forrn^estlrnaled to take 0.2 hours to complete. Tim* will vary depending, upon the needs of UwSdlvldual case. Any 
comments on ine sswum of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to ins Chief Information Officer, U.S. Stent and Trademark 
Office, Washington. DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND Fees and Collated Forms to the 
foUowing address: Commissioner for Patents, box RCE, Washington, DC 2023v 



Date 



Received from <> at 10/4/02 1:06:33 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 
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PTO-2038 (02-2000) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2003. OMB 06S1-0O43 
United States Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless if displays a valid 
OMB control number. 

in - f 

United States Patent & Trademark Office 



Credit Card Payment Form 
Please Read Instructions before Completing this Form 



Credit Card Information 



Credit Card Type: 



Visa 



MasterCard 



American Express 



Discover 



Credit Card Account ik American Express 3785 202310 83008 



Credit Card Expiration Date: 



08/03 



5 o 



Name as it Appears on Credit Card: Lawrence K. Nodine 



Payment Amount: $(US Dollars): 



Signature:^ ^VgU^.^ 



9<rn .ocd 



o 

TP" 



Date: 



© 



r-o 



C3 



Refund Policy; The Office may refund a fee paid by mistake or in excess of that required. A changa'of purpose after the payrnemof a fee 
will not entitle a party to b refund of such fee. The Office will not refund amounts of twenty-five dollars or less unless a refund is specifically 
requested, and will not notify the payor of such amounts (37 CFR 1 .26). Refund of a fee paid by credit card will be via credit to the credit 
card account. 

Service Charge: There is a SO.OO service charge for processing each payment refused (including a check returned "unpaid") or charged 
bad< by a finandal institution (37 CFR1. 21 (mH. 



Credit Card Billing Address 
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Street Address 1: 


127 Peachtree Street 




Street Address 2: 


Suite 1200 




City: 


Atlanta 




State: 


GA 


Zip/Postal Code : 30303 


Country. 


USA 




Daytime Phone #: 


404 658 5218 


Fax#: 404 688 9880 '. 



Request and Payment Information 



Description of Request and Payment Information: 


0 

Patent Fee 


Patent Maintenance Fee 


i 

Trademark Fee 


Other Fee 


Application No. 


Application No. 


Serial No. 


IDON Customer No. 


Patent No. 


Patent No. 


Registration No. 




I Attorney Docket No. 




Identify or Describe Mark 



If the cardJiolder includes a credit card number on any form or document other than The Credit Card Payment Form, 
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